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TO THE 
INHABITANTS 


St. LEONARD, Shoreditch. 


upon the like ſolemn Occaſions as the preſent, which 
T preached at my other Pariſh : And though what 
T have ſaid therein may be looked upon as a ſuffictent Ad- 
monition or Inſtruction to you in your Duty from Him, 
who has nothing more at Heart, than your temporal as well 
as ſpiritual Welfare; yet I cannot reſiſt the affectionate Im- 
portunity, wherewith you preſſed me to put this Diſcourſe 
into your Hands, that you might read at Leiſure, and with 
Deliberation, what you heard with Satisfaction from the 
Pulpit ; though as I fear too many of you but imperfectly, 
conſidering the Largeneſs both of our Church and Con- 
gregation. | 
If therefore, upon ſuch reading, the Number of good 
Chriſtians, Proteſtants, and Engliſhmen, /hall be encreaſed 
or ſtrengthened among you; my ch End in publiſhing what 
was never intended for the Preſs, will be fully anſwered : 
Nor ſhall I regard what the Cenſorious may ſay of it. 
However, without this Reaſon and View, I ſhould hold my- 
ſelf inexcuſable, were I not to oblige you in any Requeſt, 
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which my Relation to you makes it even reaſonable for me to 
grant : And the more ſo, were I to ſlip ſo fair an Oppor- 


tunity of giving you this public Teſtmony of my Gratitude 
for that Harmony and good Underſtanding, which has aways 


ſubſiſted between us, notwithſtanding the Heats and Conteſts 


of Parties; as well as for thoſe many friendly Civuilities I 
have received from you in the Courſe of One and Twenty 
Years and upwards of my Miniſtry, wherein you have kindly 
gver-looked all perſonal Failings in my fincere Endeavours 


50% approve myſelf in all Things, 
Your mot Aﬀectionate Miniſter, 
Faithful Friend, and 


Obliged humbſe Servant, 


JohN DENNRk. 


ISAIAAH lviii. 3. Part of the Verſe, 


Wherefore have we Faſted, ſay they, and Thou ſeeft not? 
Wherefore have we afflicted our Soul, and Thou takeſt 
no Knowledge * 


remarkably paralle], or applicable to our own, at that 
particular juncture of Time, when the Prophet Jaiab 
deliver*d this Part of his divine Meſſage to them, which 
has been choſen by thoſe, who have Authority herein, for the firſt 
Leſſon of our Morning-Service on this Solemn Day; fo I ſhall 
paſs it quite over, remarking only, that the Subject-Matter of it 
in general may, in their Judgment, ſuggeſt unto us moſt devout, 
ſerious and ſuitable Meditations, 

To this Purpoſe therefore I ſhall apply the Words of my 
Text; which may indeed be conſider'd, as an Objection in the 
Mouths of prophane and ungodly Men, againſt the Duty of Faſting 
and Praying at all; but, as I hope, all in this Aſſembly are, (at 
leaſt in the ſpeculative Principles of their Minds) religiouſly diſpos'd, 
I ſhall look upon them, as an expoſtulatory Complaint to GOD 
himſelf, or to his Prophets, which ſuch Perſons are tempted (as was 
the holy Pſalmiſt himſelf, P/alm Ixxiii.) to make, in a Time of War, 
and Diſtreſs ; if they find themſelves diſappointed of that Aſſiſt- 
ance and Succeſs, which they feel they want, and think they have 


S I find nothing in the Hiſtory of the Fewiſh Nation 


all the reaſon in the World to expect from the GOD of their 


Hope and Truſt : and the more ſo, when they ſue for them in 
Weeping, Faſting, and Praying ;, in the very manner he himſelf 
commands to the moit bxmble Supplicants and contrite Penitents 
who are, I ſay, under the Agonies of ſuch a Diſappointment, often 
tempted to cry out in the Spirit and Language of Unbelievers, 
Wherefore have We faſted, and thou ſeeſt not ? Wherefore have Ie 
Milted our Soul, and thou takeſt no Knowledge ? 


Many 
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Many among the People of this Land may, I fear, have rcaſon'd 
and expoſtulated in Terms no leſs unjuſtifiable, and provoking, 
than what GOD reſents from the Fews in the Verſes following my 
Text, — For Inſtance, * Have they not ſaid in their Converſation, 
as well as in their Hearts ; To what purpole have we been Faſt- 
ing and Praying, for Years together, without one Thankſptving, 
« in a Yar, which was begun, is ſtill carried on, and may at 
* any Time be ended (and GOD forbid it ſhould be ſooner) upon 
& Motivcs, that are not not only Wiſe and Righteous, but abſolute- 
&« ly neceſſary to the Public Weal ? — In a Mar, wherein our 
Prince at firſt engaged, not by Choice, but by conſtraint ; not 
&* as did his Enemies, for the ſeparate Intereſt, and private Glory 
„ol their Crowns and Families, but in Defence of the Rights, 
* the Liberties, and Commerce of his Subjects; not ſo much to 
* Reſent the Indignities and Affronts offered to Himſelf, as the 
„ injurious, and cruc] Wrongs they ſuffered, — In a Var, that has 
been ſince proſecuted, not with ambitious Views to extend his 
* own Dominions, but with a godlike, and benevolent Intention 
* to do Ripht : and to reſtrain at leaſt, if not puniſb the Wrong- 
„ doers. — In a War, that avows and aims at nothing but to 
« ſheath the Sword, whenever Providence ſhall put it into his Power 
„to make a ſafc, a juſt, an honourable, and a Jlaiting Pe ace, 
* not les for the Welfare of all Europe, than of this Nation, — 
& And what true Engliſpman can aim at leſs? — Has not, ſay they, 
„ ſuch a War as this, the moſt promiſing and clear Title to a 
„ proſperous Iſſue in the reaſon of Things, as well as from the 
& Juſtice and Goodneſs of that /upreme Being, who over-ruleth and 
* julgeth in all the Kingdoms of Men? Why then have our Succeſ- 
* ſes hitherto fallen ſo exceeding ſhort, not only of our ſanguine 
* Hopes, and ſelf- intereſted Wiſhes ; but even of common Right, 
and) univerſal Good?“ | | 

In theſe Expoſtulations, or Objeftions, vou have a modern Para- 
phraſe upon an i Complaint among Fews, and Gentiles, againſt 
GOD, and the Adminiſtrations of his Providence; to which it is 
my preſent Deſign to give an Anſwer, (not by applying to each 
partieular of 1t in ſtrict Form) but ſuch a one in general, as may 
convince and fatisty a reaſonable and religious Mind, that GOD is 
Righlcous in all his Dealings with us: and Juſt in all the Fudęments 


he has brought upon us, notwithſtanding any Claim to better 
| | Events 
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Events from repeated and afflicting Faſts, from humble and fervent 
Prayers, or from the Merits of our Cauſe, ſince they may be over- 
balanced in the Scale of divine Juſtice itſelf, by the Iniquities of 
thoſe who eſpoule it. — Now ſuch an Anſwer, I doubt not, every 
one will find, who will but take with me an impartial, and full 
Review of the Religious, Moral and Civil State of this Nation, 
both before, and ſince the War began, 


1. Firſt then, as to the Religious State of it. — Now, ſuppoling, 


what almoſt all Iuſidels allow, that no Kind of Government can ever 
have any true, and laſting Foundation, but in Religion; for which 
reaſon they imagine it to be the mere Invention and Artifice of the 
ableſt Politicians, to keep the ignorant and profligate Part of their 
Species in Subjection, by the Dread of Inviſible Power; of which 
they believe nothing themfelves, ſcarce ſo much as there is a GOD. 
— Hence it is, that in Times, and Countries very bad, a Man 
would have been condemned, not as a Fool, but as a Traytor to 
human Society, who ſhould have openly attacked all Religion, — 
And yet, have we not lived to ſee public Attempts of various. 
Kinds, to diſpute, as well as ridicule it out of the World? — Is 
it not become even faſhionable to throw off the very Appearances, 
together - with the Forms of Godlineſs, looking upon it as a Mark 


of a wrong Judgment, of a weak Mind, or a ſiperſtitious Imagina- 


tion? Does it not paſs, with moſt Malefactors, for true Gallantry 
and Courage, even at the Place of Execution, (where Civil Powers,, 
can do no more than to k:// the Body) to appear above the Appre- 
henſions of any higher Power, or a future Judgment : and to leave 
this World, as if they had no Souls; and as if nothing were to 
be hop'd, or fear*d hereafter, but that Men were to dye, like the 
Beaſts, that periſh ? | 
But granting their Numbers to be fewer, than they ſeem to be,, 
who in their Writings, their Converſation, or their Hearts, dit- 
card all Belief of a Deity, of his over-ruling Providence, or of 
his bringing them, as a Fudge of all the Earth, to an Account 
for their Thoughts, Words, and Deeds in this Life of Trial. 
and Probation ; which muſt, if any, be the Doctrines even 


of that Natural Religion, which is often pretended to,. but. 
oftner uſed as a Cloke of Maliciouſneſs to reveled. — Granting this, 
Lay, yet with how much Neglect, or rather Contempt, is the 
6 of the Sou of GOD treated ; notwithſtanding it be ay 
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cdly conſidered) the beſt and wiſeſt Religion in the World, and 
the moſt conducive to the perfection and happineſs of human Na- 
ture, notwithſtanding its main Deſign was to re- publiſn, and 
reinforce all the great Truths and Obligations of Natural Religion; 
notwithſtanding the great Salvation it offers; notwithſtanding it 
comes confirmed to Us, both with Signs and Wonders, and with 
divers Miracles, nay, with all poſſible demonſtrations of a divine 
Spirit and Power, — Now, notwithſtanding all theſe Conſiderations, 
with what Contempt is this Goſpel treated, by what we ſtill call the 


Chriſtian World; though to ſpeak according to the Truth of 


Things, it differs little in Principle and Practice from the Heathen, 
unleſs that Romiſh Superſtition, and Proteſtant Liberty toes make 
often worſe Philoſophers, and more immoral Men. 

As to ourſelves, let me ask the Queſtion, which GOD puts by 
his Prophet Jeremiah to the Jews, (Chap. ii. 11.) Hath a Nation 
changed their GODS, which are yet no GODS ? but my People have 
changed their Glory, for that which doth not profit. — Be aſtoniſh- 
ed, O ye Heavens al this, and be ye horribly afraid. — And yet is it 
not in fact notorious, either that no People believe de of the Re- 
ligion they profeſs than we do: Or that in no Age, nor Country, 
has the Religion Men profeſs been ſo openly ſer at naught? even 
lo far as that, what we confeſs with our Lips to be the Revelations, 
nay, the Words of GOD himſelf are now become the moſt common 
"Topics of prophane or fooliſh Jeſting. — The Attacks that were at 
firſt made upon the divine Doctrines, the ſaving Truths, and the 
wile Ordinances of Chriſtianity under the Cover, and the Colours 
of Reaſon, Criticiſm, and Free-thinking, and were then repulſed 
with Argument, Learning, Candor and Charity, have been fince 


renewed, and puſh'd with Inſolence, Ribaldry, and Malice, by 


evcry Libertine, or idle Writer, whoſe Pen is a Slave to his Luſts 
or his Belly; even ſo far, as to blaſpheme that worthy Name by the 
which wwe are called: (James ii. 7.) and the Spirit by which we are 
Handi ified . 

It will be ſaid perhaps, that the Weight ſuch Writers have, is 
but little: or, that they are of ſo proſtitute a Character, that from 
what they talk or write, no harm will follow, but to themſelves. — 


It would, I believe be /, were they not countenanc'd and careſs*d 


by Perſons of Rank and Fortunc, of Figure and Genius, nay, in 
Authority; who, if not of the fame Faith and Principles, are 
| nevertheleſs 
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nevertheleſs ſo far from living as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
or even the Religion of Reaſon and Nature, that they have their 
Converſation in the World, without any viſible Regard to the 
Providence, the Worſhip, the Service, and the Glory of its great 
Creator and Governor, — Nay, what is worſe : and what they 
would, (were they wiſe unto their temporal, if not eternal In- 
tereſt) conſider ; their Practices, to ſay nothing of their Opinions, 
ſpread like their Faſhions, or rather like a Contagion, among all 
below them; fo that their Dependents and their Servants, together 
with the Common People, begin to think as lightly, and to grow 
not leſs aſhamed of Religion, than their Superiors, — And yet, 
what have theſe Saperiors not to dread ? whilſt attended and ſur- 
rounded by a Multitude, who act upon no Principles; but whoſe 
Heart (from the Corruption that is in-the World through Luſt) 
is fully ſet in them to do Evil; by a Mullitude of weaker Reaſon, 
and like Paſſions and Appetites as themſelves ; who have the ſame 
natural Deſires and Claims to do what they liſt or Juſt : and are 
reſolved to gratify them at all Events. — By a Multitude who act 
upon no Principle, but that of preferring a ſhort Life, ſpent in 
the Pleaſures of Sin, to one of Wiſdom and Vertue, with Length 
of Days, and Hopes full of Immortality; who deſperately brave 
Death, as thinking, there is nothing in or beyond it: and who 
will conſequently make their own Strength the Law of Fuſtice, 
(Wiſd. ii. x1.) Saying, Who is Lord over Us? when once they 
come to have neither a Fear nor Love of GOD, fo as neither to 
dread his Anger, nor to do I balſoever they are to do heartily, as 
unto Him, and not unto Men, that of Him they may receive their 
Reward. (Col. iii. 23, 24+) | 

Theſe are the only ſure and effectual Springs of right and good 
Actions in human Life, — But alaſs! where is, not to ſay the Love, 
but even the Fear of GOD to be found among us ? — Shall we 
not pronounce it to be quite gone and loſt, if we credit the many 
Accounts of Perjury, Subornation, and Unfaithfulneſs, that are 
Recorded in our Courts? Or if we ſtop not our Ears, againſt 
thoſe Oaths, Curſes, and Blaſphemies, which are to be heard in 
every Corner of our Streets? and not leis ſo, in our Fleets and 
Armies, where one would imagine, that Death and Judgment 
ſhould always be, if not in Yiew, yet ſo much at leaſt in Thought, 
as to keep Men back from Sins, the moſt preſumptuous and pro- 
os voking 


6 A FasT-SermoN, January 9, 1744. 


voking to the Divine Majeſty ; and from verifying what is obſcrv'd 
Abroad, ** That no Race of Mortals hath ſo little Senſe of Re- 
e ligion, as the Engliſh Soldiers and Sailors.“ 

However, to ſay no more of Perſons, who ſeem not to /ike 
to retain GOD in their Knowledge, (Rom. i. 28.) and to be given 
over by him to a reprebate Mind; Is there even among the moſt. 
thinking and ſerious of us, that real and practical Belief, Revercnce, 
and Truſt, which are in the Reaſon of Things duc to his all- 
wiſe and over-ruling Providence? Has it not, for Inſtance, in 
the preſent War, been almoſt a National Foible (not but it de- 
ſcrves a harder Name) to talk of little elſe but our own Schemes, 
Strength, and Courage, as if we made Fleſb our Arm: and put 
the whole of our Confidence in our Plects and Hoſts, without any 
Regard to the divine Bleſſing or Aſſiſtance ? But has not 
GOD, in expreſs Terms, pronounced his Curſe on all who do lo ? 
(Fer. xvil. 5,) Nay, is it not on this Account both wiſe and 
juſt in him to puniſb us (even as we have ſeen) with very mortifying 
Convictions of this Truth, that var is all our Confidence in them, 
without his Favour and his Help; who is the only Giver of all 
Vittory, and whom the Winds and Seas, with all Powers in 
Heaven and Earth, obey ? To puniſh us indeed ſo long, till we have 
not only learnt this 77, but likewiſe that we ought after ſuch 
mortifying Convictions, to aſcribe it wholly to his Goodneſs, with 
that of our Cauſe, that he hath not made a full End of us, by 
ſhutting up his Loving- Kindneſs in Diſpleaſure.— BLESSED therefore 
be his Name, who in the midſt of Judgment hath remembered 
Mercy; nay, hath not forgo!ten to be gracious, inaſmuch as he has 
been pleaſed to defeat (in a Manner lo marvellous, as ſhews it to 
the Hes of Senſe, to be his Doing) an Invaſion, which muſt for cer- 
tain have brought that ſoreſt Plague of all, a War into our own 
Country; which might, in all human Probability, have laid de- 
folate its Capital, have cut the Sinews of its naval Strength, have 
ruined its Credit and its Trade, and ſtruck at once and unawares ſo 
fatal a Blow, as might have reduced this Kingdom (for an Age at 
leaſt) into a conquered Province, under the Tyranny of an abfolute 
Monarch and his People; who always have been, and mult be, 
in the Nature of Things, our irreconcileable Rivals and Foes, in 
whatever can regard the true Intereſts and Glory of this Iſland. 
——[naſmuch as beſides this, all our other Succeſſes ought in 
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Truth and Juſtice, to be aſcribed, not unto Us, but unto GON, 
as carrying viſible Marks of his interpoſing Hand; Succeſſes 
which though not equal to our preſumptuous Hopes and Wiſhes, 
or to our real Wants, have nevertheleſs in Fact gone far beyond 
what we deſerved, or our Enemies feared ; whoſe Diſappoint- 
ments have been ſuch, as itil] to leave them in fear of every 
thing that can be fear:d from Men, if divine Providence be but 
henceforth with us, as in old Times, nay, within our own Me- 
mory. 

What ought we not then, my Brethren, to do, or not to 
leave undone, to regain and ſecure GOD to be on our Side? 
And yet, Woe be unto us, does there not ſtill continue a- 
mong the beſt of us, an evident Lukewarmneſs, and, as I fear, 
Decay in that true Religion, rational Piety, and Chriſtian Zeal, 
for his Honour and Service, which were in the Days of our Fore- 
fathers, (as Archbiſhop Tillotſon obſerves) ** almoſt the natural 
* Temper of the Engh/p”, as well as the Strength of our Salva- 
tion, and the Glory 4 our Land ?—Are not theſe indeed in imi- 
nent Danger of being loſt by our not aſſembling ourſelves to- 
gether for religious Offices, (as is the manner of too many, 
High and Low, Rich and Poor) if not by a prophane Contempt 
of his Word and Ordinances, ſo as to ſpend his Sabbaths, 
(Iſaiah lviii. 13.) in doing our own Ways, in finding our own 
Pleaſure, and in ſpeaking our own Words, inſtead of taking a 
Delight in his Preſence, and coming into his Courts, there to 
give, in the great Congregations of his People, the Praiſe and 
Honour due unto his Name; to Worſhip him in Spirit and in 
Truth: and to improve our own Minds in the trueſt Wiſdom, 
by being firſt Hearers, and then Doers of his Word? Are we 
not in theſe Reſpects even worſe than the hypocritical Jes, of 
whom IJſaiab gives this Character (ver. 2.) That they ſought GOD 
daily, and delighted to know his Ways, as a Nation that did 
Righteouſneſs, and forſook not his Ordinances, but delighted in ap- 
proaching him But farther, Do we not deceive ourlelves, e- 
ven though we ſhould on ſuch ſolemn Occaſions as theſe, iet 
our Souls, bow down our Heads as Bulruſhes, and ſpread Sack- 
cloth and Aſhes under us; if fo be we ſhould at the ſame Time 
faſt for Strife and Debate, to make our Voice to be heard on 

B 2 high, 
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high : and thus add Hypocriſy to our open Sins. Theſe 
are the very Crimes for which GOD reproves the Fews, in the 
Chapter of my Text, (ver. 4, 5.) 

But judie ye yourſelves what is right, and a proper Anſwer to 
a wile Queſtion of the Son of Sirach (Eccluſ., xxxiv. 6.) If a Man 
faſteth for his Sins, and goeth again and doth the ſame, who will 
hear his Prayer, and what will his Ilumbling profit him? To 
what Purpoſe is all the external Pageantry of Faſting, Sorrow, 
and Humiliation ? It will profit nothing more in the Judg- 
ment of your own Conſciences, as well as of Prophets and 
Apoſtles, than all other Forms of Godlineſs, (though commanded 
as good, as acceptable, and as neceſſary in their Kind) without 
that Power, which will determine us, according to the divine 
Exhortations in Iſaiah, (ver. 6, Sc.) to looſe the Bands of Wicked- 
neſs, to learn to do well, to deal our Bread to the Hungry, io ſet 
the Oppreſſed free, to ſatisfy the afflicted Soul, and to delight our- 
\ ſelves in GOD ; for then our Light ſhall riſe in Obſcurity, it ſhall 

break forth as in the Morning, and our Darkneſs ſhall be as the 
Noon-day. Then ſhall we call, and the Lord ſhall anſwer ;, we 
ſhall cry, and he ſhall ſay, here I am. He will guide us continu- 
ally, and his Glory ſhall be our Reward, to defend us from our 
Enemies, to keep us ſafe from thoſe who lie in wait, to give us 
Vittory in the Day of Balile, lo cauſe us to ride upon the high 
Places of the Earth: and to convince us, that Godlineſs is ſtronger 
than All, (Wiſd. x. 12.) There is indecd no other poſſible 
Way either to recover his Favour, or avert his Anger. —lt muſt, 
therefore, be of the laſt Conſequence unto us, to revive that 
evangelical, true, and ſubſtantial Picty (free from the Extremes 
both of Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm) which reaches Men to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent World, — For that 
we have it not, will be plain from enguiring, 


II. Secondly, into the Moral State of our Country; though 
without enguiring, we may be ſure, that it neither is, nor can be 
better, than the Religious, For ſo cloſely are they join'd together 
in the Reaſon and Conſtitution of Things, that the Over-flowing 
of all the Streams of Vice, muſt be as natural a Conſequence 
of Irreligion, as that a Naught and poiſon'd Fountain ſhould 

ſend 
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ſend forth bitter and baneful Waters, — When Religion decays, 
Morals muſt, And it is not ſo in Fact with us? Does not 
our Land mourn becauſe of Swearing, falſely ? (Jer. xxiii. 10.) Is 
it not filled with all Unrighteouſneſs by the contemning or lighting 
of Oaths, though the beſt Security human Wiſdom can deviſe 
for our Properties, Liberties, and even Lives? Have not Fraud 
and Cozenage, Extortion and Oppreſſion, public and private 
Gaming, Bribery and Corruption of every Sort, the having 
falſe Weights and Mealures, nay, the Exerciſing all the Myt- 
teries of Iniquity and Deceit in moſt of our Dealings and 
Commodities? Have not theſe, I ſay, brought us into 
Danger of loſing all our Trade Abroad, even without a Var, 
whiltt the fair Trader could ſcarce live at Home ? Have not theſe 
been the known and applauded Means of getting Wealth? And has 
that Wealth when gotten, adminiſter'd to any Thing, in City, 
Court, or Country, but to a Forgetfulneſs of GOD, to Revellings 
and Banguettings, to Laſciviouſneſs, to an idle and generally a profuſe 
Way of Living, to Pleaſures and Diverſions only: or to Strife 
and Envying ? till by the ſecret Curſe of GOD, or our wicked 
Abuſe of his Bleſſings, Poverty and Weakneſs were ſtealing in 
upon us, even in the midit of Peace and Plenty, and in the 
height of Glory. —— Not but that there is too much reafon 
to think that many of our Complaints about Governors and 
Taxes, as well as about numerous Bankruptcies, and an univer- 
ſal Decay of Trade, may proceed from hence, that having diſ- 
carded the Virtues and Frugality of our Anceſtors (which raiſed this 
Nation to what it has been) there comes not in enough no to 
teed our Luxury, to' gratify our Pleaſures, or to keep up our 
Pride: or even to anſwer ſuch Neceſſities as ariſe from our own 
Follies and Vices. Nor is this all, for, what is Worſe? have 
not the Working Part of our Nation (I may ſay, the S!rength of 
it, both in Peace and War) been tempted by an habitual Uſe 
of Spirituous Liquors, to turn what GOD deſigned to be the 
Staff of Life, into its fureſt, however ſlow Poiſon ? till the 
Foints of their Loyns are looſen'd, and their Knees ſmite one 
azainſt another, ſo that they find neither Will nor Power to 
Labour : Nor indeed any Courage left, unleſs to execute (after 
waxing Valiant by intoxicating and inflaming Draughts, the mol: 

| Flagran 
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Flagrant Villanies, with ſuch Parvarity, in maiming, or murder- 
ing, as are unknown in [nglfp Story, and beyond Expreſſion, 
ſhocking to Vngliſo Minds. In one Word, are not the 
People of this Land, like the People of Iſrael, in the Days of 
Ezekiel and Iſaiah, not only abominably wicked, but even ſo 
Impudent, and hard-hearted, as not to conceal, or palliate their 
Vices ; they declare their Sins as Hedom, they hide them not, 
but g/ory in their Shame, being fo bad in Head and Heart, that 
their Practices ſcarce contradict their Principles and Conſciences. 
C Leb. iii. 9. Iſaiah iii. 9.9 

Now ſince it appears from Univer/al Hiftory, that the Riſe and 
Pall of Nations, has always kept pace with the Prevalency of Virtue 
and Vice among them; Since an Univerſal Degeneracy of Manners, 
with a Contempt, or even Neglect of what is religious, or good, 
in Theory and Practice carries in it (without the Application of 
proper and timely Remedies) as ſure Prelages of Diſſolution to 
the Body Politic, as any the moſt fatal Symptoms can of Neath to 
the Body natural, no leis ſo, than when (to {peak in the Language 
of our Prophet, Iſaiab i. 5, 6.) the whole Head is fick, and the 
whole Heart faint, and tbere is no Soundneſs in it, but Wounds, and 
Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores, Since theſe Things are ſo in 
Fatt, what have we not to fear in the natural and ordinar 
Courſe of Cauſes and Effects? even though GOD ſhould not 
viſit for theſe Things, and be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this, 
(Jer. v. 29.) by any of what Ezekiel ſtyles (Chap. xiv. 21.) his 
four fore Fudgments, the Peſtilence, the noiſome Beaſt, the Famine, 
and the Sword. — His Sword, alas! he has drawn and whetted 
in the Hands of all our Enemies around us. Our Land there- 
fore ought to /remble, and every one that duwelleth therein to 
mourn, for fear he ſhould give it the keeneft Edge, with full Li- 
berty and Strength to c us off from being a People, At leaſt, 
for fear of our ſceing verified in a foreign War, what a Noble 
Hiſtorian “ remark'd upon a Civil, about a Century ago, that, 
though the immediate Finger and Wrath of GOD mult be 
66 acknowledged in thoſe Perplexities and Diſtractions,“ (which 
firſt kindled, and then blew it up) © yet He who ſhall diligent- 
+ ly oblerve the Diſtempers and Conjunctures of Time, the 

® Lord Clarendon, Book I. The Preface. 


Am- 
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« Ambition, Pride, and Folly of Perſons, and the ſudden 
« Growth of Wickedneſs from want of Care and Circumſpection 
in the firſt Impreſſions, will find all thoſe Miſeries to have 
&« proceeded, and to have been brought upon us, from the ſame 
e natural Cauſes and Means, which have uſually attended King- 
« doms ſwoln with long Plenty, Pride, and Exceſs towards ſome 
« ſignal Mortification and Caſtigation of Heaven.” 

Let us then, my Brethren, not fail in this Care and Circum- 
ſpeftion, but look about, and narrowly obſerve, whether there are 
not ia the preſent Generation, juſt the ſame baneful Fruits of 
Plenty, Pride, and Exceſs, from a long Enjoyment of the 
Bleſſings of Peace: and let us thereupon form the ſincereſt and 
ſtrongeſt Reſolutions to revive all thoſe Virtues, private as well as 
public, which were heretofore the S/ability of the Times, and then 
made our Jeruſalem a Praiſe in the Earth, Let us live ſoberly, 
frugally, and virtuouſiy. Let us, at leaſt every one, cure the 
Plague of his own Heart, (1 Kings viii. 8.) and amend the Evil, 
both of his Principles and Actions, in order to heal and ſan#ify 
the Whole, as being the beſt natural as well as religious Means 
within our Power not only to lighten the Burden 6f the preſent 
War, and to bring it to a good and ſpeedy Concluſion ; but to 
diſpoſe; us likewiſe to follow all ſuch Leſſons of Prudence in our 
Civil Conduct, as tend to a laſting Eſtabliſhment of our Intereſts, 


Peace, and Happineſs, both at Home and Abroad. Which is. 
to be the 


III. Third and laſt Head of this Diſcourſe. — But having 
left myſelf little Time for this, I ſhall ſoon finiſh what I 
have to ſay upon a Subject, that may ſeem to lye ſomewhat out 
of my Province, as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, though not without 
an Application, that will have no leſs of Morality and Chriſti- 
anity in it, than of true Politics. Since then it is the Moral 
and Chriſtian, as well as Legal Duty of every Soul to be Subject 
to the Higher Powers of his Country, as to the Ordinance of 
GOD, and of every ſuch Subject to obey them that have rule over 
him, to be quiet, and to do bis own Buſineſs, (1 Thefſ. iv. 11.) not in- 
truding, as Buſy-bodies, into ſuch Things as are not only out of 
our Province, but beyond the Reach. of our Knowledge and: 


Abilities ;; 
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Abilitics: and ſince we of this Kingdom, enjoy (what moſt 
Nations have loſt) the invaluable Privilege of chuſing, 
whom we will, to judge and act for us in the great Council of 

our Land, as aſſembled in Parliament, let us chooje the honeſteſt 
and wiſeſt Repreſentatives we can, and the beſt qualified for 
Stateſmen and Politicians z but when choſen, let us leave it to them 
(unleſs in Caſcs of plain and extreme Neceſſity) to take and to 
purſue in concert with the KI Na, and thoſe who are in Au- 
thority under him, ſuch Meaſures (whereof they have the trueſt 
means to judge) as ſhall ſeem to them moſt conducive to the 
general good of the Community, or to a ſucceſsful Management 
of the War. It is, I own, a commendable Zeal in ſuch our 
Repreſentatives; a Zeal, that will, I hope, always keep them 
vigilant and active in the Cauſe of their S2vereign, their Country, 
and their Religion, ſo as to oppoſe: nay, cenſure, if necd be, every 
Counſel, or Tranſaction, that may in the natural Conſequence of 
Things end in the Ruin, or detriment of either King or People, 
of either Church or Slate. But then, let even them beware, 
not only for Wrath, but Conſcience Sake, ¶ Rom. xiv. 5.) how 
they get into Cabals with, and wnite their Honour unto ſuch 
Men, as are either pleaſed or diſpleaſed, juſt as their Humours, 
or their Vices are gratified, or diſobliged. —— Let them alſo 
take heed unto themſelves, that neither Avarice nor Ambition, 
with private Reſentments, and per/onal Immoralities do ever 
enter into the Schemes, Votes and Actions of true and hon 
PAT RIO s (to ſay nothing of the Traiterous, the Fattious, and 
the Deſperate) to corrupt, bribe or tempt them to uſe, as being 
free, their Liberty for a Cloke of Maliciouſneſs, but as the Servants 
of GOD, (1 Pez, ii. 16.) as aiming at, and purſuing nothing, 
but that public Good, both at Home and Abroad, which changes 
not with any Miniſtry : nor cools in its Zeal, by any Diſappoint- 
ments in Self-intereſted Expectations from Places of Profit, 
Power or Honour, Ler them, in Spite of ſuch Diſappoint- 


ments at Court, however diſobliging or provoking, be ever ready 
to concur molt heartily, and chearfully with any Miniſtry, in 
every Meaſure, that may tend to the common Safety, or Intereſt 
of their Country. — Let them learn from the Hiſtorian already 
mentioned, and from what happened in his Days, by way of 


Judgment, 
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Judgment on our Forefathers, and in the Courſe .of Providence 
for our Admonition, that The Pride of this Man, and the 
« Popularity of that, the Levity of one, and the Moroſity of 
c another; the Spirit of Craft and Subtility in ſome, and the 
6 unpoliſh*d Integrity of Others, did all contribute jointly (alon 
« with perſonal Paſſions, and Reſentments) to that Maſs of 
& Confuſion,” which ſwallow'd up the beſt Conſtitution both in 
Church and State. For after ſuch Leſſons learnt and laid to 
heart, they will, without any Cautions from the Word of GOD, 
or his Prophets, be never wanting in Honour to the Perſon, nor 
in a dutiful Obedience to the Authority of their Sovereign, —— 
They will, even in their warmeſt Struggles for public Good, be 
conſcientiouſly cautious (if they truly love their Country) how 
they obſtruct or diſtreſs him in any of his Deſigns for it; how 
they give Credit to groundleſs Surmiſes, or dangerous Inſinuations; 
how they utter downright Falſehoods, or miſrepreſent Truths : or 
even how they aggravate any real Miſtakes or Miſcarriages, by 
the low and baſe Arts of Defamation, Scandal and Detraction, 
or by the keeneſt Strokes of Wit, exerted in Satyr, and Invective 
againſt ſuch Plans of Adminiſtration, either in Peace or War ; 
where in the moſt able, and honeſt Politicians may fail ; nay, 
wherein they themſelves are given to change. For a Speaking 
Evil of Dignities, a Contempt or Fealouſy of Governors and Govern- 
ment, or a Delight to find, or make 4awts in every Thing they 
do; as alſo in what Providence, or other independent States will 
not let them do, will inſenſibly carry even well-meaning Perſons 
(who have not an «common Share, both of diſcerning and foreſeeing 
Wiſdom) into thoſe Parties, Factions, Diſſentions, or at leaſt Diſ- 
contents; which may, like the Letting out of Waters, (in defiance of 
all our Inclinations and Endeavours atterwards) deſtroy our Country, 
either by a Deluge of its own: or by leaving it open thro? weaken*d 
Mounds, to a Flood of foreign Enemies. — Should not likewiſe 
They more eſpecially who have both Commiſſion and Power, whether 
by Sca or Land, beware of ſuch- like perſonal Vices, Jcalouſies, 
Piques, or Paſſions, as have been branded by our Noble and Wiſe 
Hiſtorian ? and which have nevertheleſs, I fear, had the ſame 
curſed Effects in defeating ſome = our molt hopeful Enterpriſes 
in 
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in this War : and above all, in that one Engagement, . which 
might (fo far as human Views can reach) have put an End to it 
by ruining at once the combined naval Force of our Enemies; 
even as we ourſelves expected, though with too arrogant, if not 
irreligious a Confidence in our own Self-Sufficiency. 

Should not (to conclude) theſe Leſſons and Admonitions, nay, 
divine Judgments, determine one and all of us, from the higheſt 
to the loweſt, as good Chriſtians, Subjet7s, or Politicians, to put 
away (as an Apoltle commands Fphe/. iv. 32.) all Bitterneſs, 
and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and Evil-Speaking, with all 
Malice? that we may (if we can agree in nothing elſe) join 
Hands and Hearts, amidſt the moſt violent Conteſts of Parties, 
in acting like a People at Unity with itſelf, againſt Enemies, who 
deviſe nothing leſs, than to down with us, down with us, even 10 
the Ground; whoſe chief Policy and Strength to compaſs that 
End, is now, and always has been, as well by their public Mi- 
niſters, as by their ſecret Emiſſaries or corrupted Agents, 
both here and every where, to divide us ; well knowing, that if we 
will go on to bite and devour one another, we ſhall be conſumed one 
of another, (Gal. v. 15.) and be forced, if not betrayed, into a 
worſe Peace, than what finiſhed the laſt Var: and which has 

' been ever ſince looked upon as the principal Source of our fo- 
reign Calamities. | 

Let us therefore not only affif? our Souls in Faſting, or pray 
without ceaſing for Victory and Peace to our Jeruſalem, but follow, 
with Integrity and Unanimity, the Things that belong to both, 

„ before they are hid from our Hes; ſeeking at the fame Time to 
do her all the Good we can, in our ſeveral Stations and Callings, 
as the ſureſt Proof of our Love unto her, as well as of that fervent 
Charity among ourſelves, that was recommended above all things 
by St. Peter (1 Pet. iv. 8.) to his own Countrymen in like Circum- 
tar ces; which (as it breathes the moſt forbearing and forgiving, 
the molt reconciling and healing Spirit) will not only prevent that 
Ruin, which mult, in the Courſe of Nature as well as Providence, 
enſue from Hatred, Variance, Wrath, Strife, Seditions; but may 
allo diſpoſe GOD himſelf 7 cover h Multitnde of Sins, fo as to 
turn away his Wrath, and not ſuffer his whole Diſpleaſure to ariſe 
in naticnl udgments, till he have aterly conſumed us, or removed 
our Candl flick out of its Place, ; 


However, 
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However, till we become thus Religious, Good, and Wiſe, let 
us ſtil] perſevere to entreat with GOD in the Faith of Abrabam, 
nothing wavering (James i. 6.) (as he did for Sodom and Go- 
morrah) Gen. xvili, 32. Not to be angry with us, but to receive 
our Prayer when we ſupplicate him for the fake of his own 
Glory, the Goſpel of his Son, and the true and laſting Welfare 
of our Native Country (in Oppoſition to French Tyranny, and 
Popiſh Superſtition) to turn from this Church and Kingdom, all 
thoſe Evils that we have molt righteouſly deſerv'd. Unto 


His gracious Mercy and Protection therefore let us commit our- 
ſelves. And may He keep, defend, aſſiſt, unite, and Bleſs us. 
May He ift up the Light of his Countenance upon us, and give us 


not only Victory in Battle, but Peace, both now, and for evermore, 
Amen. 
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I. FAS T-Sermon Preached at Lambeth Church, January 
1739. 

II. , Piero at Lambeth, April 11, 1744. 

III. A Sermon before the Right Honourable the Lord-Mayor,, 
and Aldermen, Sc. at St. Brides, on Eaſter-Tueſday, 1738. 

IV. A Sermon before the Houſe of Commons, June 11, 
1737. 

* A Sermon preached in Lambeth Chapel, at the Conſecra- 
tion of the Lord Biſhop of Bangor, Fanuary 15, 1737. 

VI. A Sermon on the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God in the 
Vegetable Creation, on Whitſun-Tue/day, May 19, 1730. | 

VII. A Sermon on the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God in the 
Vegetable Creation, further conſidered, on I bitſun-Tueſday, 


1735. 
All theſe by Joun Denne, D. D. Arch-Deacon of Ro- 
cheſter, and Refor of Lambeth, 


VIII. Twenty-ſeven Sermons, viz. Four upon the Parables, 
and eight upon the Miracles of our Saviour; nine upon Eccigſi- 
aſtes, and ſix upon accaſional Subjects. All preached at the 
Cathedral Church of Vincheſter. By Abrabam Markland, D. D. 
late Prebendary of the ſaid Church, and Maſter of St. Croſs, 2 
Vols. price 75. J 

IX. The pious Country Pariſhioner: Being Directions how a. 
Chriſtian may manage every Day through the whole Courſe of 
his Life, with Safety and Succeſs, Advice how to ſpend reli- 
giouſly the Sabbath-Day, what Books of the holy Scriptures: 


ought: 
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ought to be read firſt 3 and how much they out. do in F.loquence, 
all the Rules vf human Art: The whole Method of Education 4 
The ill Conſequence of uninſtructed Children. How to tame 
their Paſſions, and make them a Comſort to their Friends, and 
an Ornament t6 their _Country. The Faſts and Feaſts, - To 
which are added, Collects for thg molt important Virtues which 
adorn the Sol. Aa Diſcourſe concerning the indiſpenſable, 
chow, in Co "try Pariſhes, much neg}. ted, Duty of frequent- 
| ing the By led crament of the Lord's-Su! Ppor. Whercin the 
EY Nature of it is «deteribed, the Obligation = frequenting it en- 
forced ; all 05 Bxcul. 3. uk ally brought for the Neglcc_of it, 

| anfwered ; the uninlructcd Soul taughit what he mult de, in or- 
1 der to be a 90400 Communicant z and becauſe all muſt. die, 
| Rules are;given to ſet the Soul light! in Sicknels to prepare for a 
happy Cimuge at Death ; fo that in this one Treatiſe are contauvd 
| all the Durics requilite to Salvation. Fhe ninth Edition.“ Price 
| | 15. 6 d. or 15 5, fer Duzcn, to thoſe that give theo ay 


; . The tle and Intent of Prophecy in the Pang Age es of 
14 | the World: In fx Dilcoprſcs, delivered at the Temple Ch Gere 
| 2 April and May, 1724. Publiſhed at the Deſire of the Mal 

| of the Bench of the two honourable —_— To which. arg 
Bt | added, fo Ir Gert onsy Io The Author d iſt 
L | of 4 „ 5 . A P argon of the A Apcic pL A op 00 va 

= _ Circumſtances — 1 4 the Fall, 3. The berge 

| of , Tudgh, Gen. xlix, 4. Chriſt's Entry in. Zeru/alem; -- By 

Thomas Sherlock, D. D. *. of Chicheſter, and Maſter of thg, 

Temple (now Lord Biſhop of Sal;bury). The third. Edition cor- 

rected and inlarged, Price 43. 64d. | 1 
XI. The Trial of the Witneſſes of the Reſurrection of 2 
The eighth Edition. Price 15. 6 d. ; gy 


N. B. No: only Mr. Woolſton's Ohjetions in bis 1 5 Di. 
courſe on our Saviour's Miracles, but thoſe alſo which 


he and others have Publ. Med in * Books, are lere con- 
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